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  ‘Time by’ Allen Curnow is a powerful expression of how unsurmountable and 
authoritative time is, under whose influence past becomes an expression and the 
future becomes an anticipation. 
The poem begins with TIME asserting its authority. ‘I am’ is repeated throughout 
the poem to emphasize on the omnipresence and magnificence of time. ‘Pines’ 
suggest a period of hardship that everyone experiences at a point in their life. 
‘Water race’ and ‘rust on railway lines’ are two distinct images juxtaposed 
together. Water race is an emotive experience which is highly changing whereas 
the rust on railway lines signifies the markings time leaves as it passes. ‘Mileage’ 
is an indicator of the passing time where it becomes a referential point to 
determine speed. 
  ‘Dust’ implies the omnipresence of time as things accumulate dust if left 
unattended. Likewise more time passes as greater distance is covered. ‘Sums’ are 
those challenges which the ‘sole charge teachers teach’ that is time itself teaches. 
Thus we learn to face difficulties as time passes. ‘Cows called to milking’ and 
‘magpies screech’ are two universal images, both of which are programmed by 
nature which itself is submissive to time. 
  ‘Nine o clock in the morning’ connotes a new beginning while ‘clean’ implied the 
wiped traces of the previous day. The ‘slap of the belting machine’ marks the 
regular intervals and the ‘smell of the machine’ comes when it is warmed up 
during the day. In the ninth line, for the first time, Time is referred to as a past 
experience as in ‘lovers were seen’. 
In the following stanza ‘recurrent music’ implies the reminders issued by Time. 
This is ironic as it shows how vulnerable the human memory is. ‘Level noises’ 
connote harshness and bring in an unpleasant feeling.  ‘Remembering ears’ 
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implies the memory and the voices within our mind which silence the real time. 
‘Sawmill’ is a device which is used to measure time and the ‘passionate second 
gear’ refers to an exhilarating experience and the transition from teenage to 
adulthood.’ 
  In the next stanza the metaphor ‘mountainous fabrics’ shows how vast and 
insurmountable time is but the simile ‘like a mist’ emphasizes on how time equals 
to almost nothing with the second it passes. These are two different faces of time. 
However no matter how much the world tries to resist the time cannot be made 
to stand still. 
  ‘I, Time’ implies pausing for deliberation. ‘Condense’ refers to those special 
memories forever engraved in our mind. ‘Call down’ refers to those memories 
which are triggered by time at different occasions. ‘Willing memory’ implies mind 
and how time becomes faded memories while ‘conscious carrier’ has a broadened 
meaning as it does more than to just carry us to the end of our life. 
  ‘Island’ and ‘sea’ imply how time teaches us to live independently and 
harmoniously when surrounded by different and difficult situations. ‘Father’, 
‘farm’ and ‘friend’ are a contrasting image to former and collectively connote 
support. Wisdom and help in our daily life which is favorable for us and things we 
need to know in our daily life. ‘Beginning and the End’ are two universal faces of 
time. 
  Hence, through vivid imagery, rhythmic effect and remarkable choice of words 
the poet manages to make it a memorable expression of human perspective.  
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