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   Time by Allen Curnow presents the universal phenomena of Time and explains how Time is present in 

everyday life. It shows how humans perceive time to be omnipresent and immeasurable. 

   In the first stanza Time introduces itself as ‘I’ giving itself an air of authority. The first stanza begins 

with an image of time being compared to ‘air’ ’nosing’ among the woods which is an auditory image. 

The next image is of ‘water-race’ where there is a race against Time. ‘Rust’ shows the wear and tear of 

the passage, and how Time leaves things like ‘railway lines’ as useless. The next line presents past 

images. It presents the measurement of Time as ‘mileage’ and how Time is measured in ‘yellow signs’. 

   Stanza two presents the past images of ‘dust and distance’ and how Time becomes a point of 

reference to determine our speed by the distance we’ve covered. It shows how Time decides the 

unrestricted growth of ‘lupins’. Time is a teacher whose passage teaches us to learn from our mistakes 

and experiences in our daily lives. The next line presents how everything has a specific time when the 

universal images of ‘cows called to miling’ and the ‘magpie’s screech’ are mentioned. 

   Stanza three presents the universal daily images of the world affairs beginning at ‘nine o’ clock’ in the 

morning at the ‘office’. This line mentions a conveyor belt in a working place whose mundane 

movement creates sound and smell and shows how Time becomes an important force in the 

measurements of mechanics. It mentions a past image with the word ‘were’ of ‘lovers’ being seen in the 

‘park’. 

   Stanza four presents the ‘recurrent’ sounds children hear in their learning period and how in the 

remembering ear memories make your wounds bleed afresh that you forget the present. ‘Passionate 

second gear’ shows the excitement and the speed you achieve with Time. The constant motion of the 

sawmill also shows measurement of Time. 

   Time mentions its universality when itself claims to be present everywhere. Times vast grasp is shown 

then it ‘compares’ itself to ‘mountainous fabrics’ in which everything is like ‘mist’, as it cannot be 

measured and shows the vast grasp of Time. 

   Stanza Six tells us how everything has an end as it is called down by Time and how Time makes things 

compact when it condenses them. No matter how ‘willing’ we are to remember eventually we forget as 

Time passes. Time is more mightier than your mind which is your ‘conscious carrier’. 

   Time is present everywhere and is a healer as a ‘father and friend’ and all things are eventually going 

to face time and attent its coming. It is the start of everything and its end. 

Comment [N1]: Relates to the efficacy and 
presence of time in the sphere of universe, hence 
commenting on human perception of time. 

Comment [N2]: Of course it is an auditory one 
but what is the effect???????? 

Comment [N3]: These images listed distinctly 
serve no purpose unless you don’t work out the 
connection. 

Comment [N4]: Each action has a time bound 
mark left as a reminder of the immense force of 
time 

Comment [N5]: Grammatically and logically 
incorrect sentence 

Comment [N6]: Work related vocabulary 
presenting  the typical sights and sounds of a 
workplace, where time is the most precious 
commodity. 

Comment [N7]: So? What about it? image 
wasted!~ 

Comment [N8]: It is a reference to how time 
elapsed and moments enjoyed and cel;berated 
vanish in this air as the present turns into past. The 
fabric of time heals the wounds and conceals the joy 
with its ‘mountainous’ vlume. 

Comment [N9]: It is yet again a reminder that 
time’s memory saves all the evidence of present as 
archives. 

Comment [N10]: The alliteration on ‘father,farm 
and friend’suggest time’s role as a guide and 
teacher (‘father’),farm as to sow and reap, and a 
‘friend’ who stands by your side to vanquish all the 
miseries. 



 

   This poem presents the insurmountable immeasurability, vastness and eternality of Time. 
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Comment [N11]: Very poor example of  
conclusion. Use hence, therefore, to sum up etc to 
arrive at a conclusion based on your evidence in the 
response. This conclusion is very brief ! 


