
Richard III 

This passage is an important point in the play where the important characters meet to discuss the future 

of the kingdom. Shakespeare presents the themes of power, manipulation and the power of persuasion, 

which are executed by the main characters with Richard and Buckingham at the centre. 

This passage discusses the theme of the fight for power. Shakespeare presents this theme through 

Richard. It is apparent that Richard holds power in this passage, particularly when the duchess, while 

being aware of Richard’s evil intentions and deeds, does not speak out against him. Richard and 

Buckingham are the ones who decide about the arrival of the Prince from Ludlow, which shows that 

power rests with Richard, as the royal family has hardly any say in the matter. “With some little train, 

forthwith from Ludlow the young Prince be fetched.” 

Power of persuasion is used to carry out the plan with Buckingham being the mouthpiece of Richard. 

This is evident through “with some little train, forthwith from Ludlow the young prince be fetch’d”. In 

this he persuades the characters to bring the prince as they wish by reasoning “The new-heal’d wound 

of malice should break out”. After this the queen and the duchess agree “with all our hearts”. 

Shakespeare presents the contrast between appearances and reality. Richard poses as a different 

character in front of the other characters when he says “I hope the king made peace with all of us, and 

the compact is firm and true in me,” in which the characters believe him to be in accordance with the 

deceased king. On the other hand he says: “[aside] Amen! And make me die a good old man,” which 

shows the sarcasm from Richard as he carries out his evil plans. This portrays the reality of Richard to 

the audience; hence appearances and reality are thus juxtaposed by Shakespeare. 

Manipulation is a key element in Richard’s scheme for power and all the characters are taken in by it. 

Richard manipulates the Duchess in these words: “Madam, my mother, I do cry your mercy”, for which 

the duchess blesses Richard with the words “God bless thee, and put meekness in thy breast”. She is 

aware of Richard’s reality but does not oppose him on family grounds which show her being 

manipulated. Rivers and Hastings present the views of the Lords of the court, and they are easily 

manipulated as they fall for Buckingham’s speech, after which they accept the arrival of the prince with 

some little train.  
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The response leaves much to be desired and is an alarmingly low band 

performance. 
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Comment [N2]: Themes of powerplay through 
manipulation and use of persuasive language by the 
plotting characters Richard and Buckingham, who 
have been aptly juxtaposed with the young and 
inexperienced princes, sons of Edward. 

Comment [N1]: be precise here . you should 
know what ithe differenmce between  theme and 
an idea is. 

Comment [N3]: as the passage begins... 

Comment [N4]: why would amother speak out? 
instead suggest that she is well informed of his 
intentions and cnan give reference to the earlier 
scene how she talked of her trippled grief. 

Comment [N5]:  this is a  faulty beginning of a 
thematic discussion. Instead assert how the scene 
brings forward chracters who dominate the stage 
thru word play and how other characters' fate is 
dependent on the words that they would utter 

Comment [N6]: which ofcourse shows where 
the balance of power is tilted. 

Comment [N7]: Incomplete sentence as you 
should have made connection to the evidence at 
this point. How that contrast has been portrayed? 
Point out that very incident or utterance from the 
given scene and then suggest what it implies or 
what character trait or theme it brings forward  

Comment [N8]: Which character on the stage do 
you think believe in him at this point? who appears 
so gullible? Or are they merely gullible or helpless? 

Comment [N9]: This closure to his mother’s 
prayer strongly suggests that Richard will rather live 
a short life and yet pursue his ambition rather than 
living a long chaste life. 

Comment [N10]: Incorrect. It can be dramatic 
irony but not sarcasm. 

Comment [N11]: Presented. 

Comment [N12]: How do u prove that the 
Duchess is manipulated here? This comment is 
incorrect 


