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Q. Discuss how Shakespeare presents the theme, characters and ideas in 

the following extract.  

 

A. This scene occurs after King Edward’s death when everyone is grieving 

upon his demise. In this extract the role of Buckingham and Richard 

holds great importance. Buckingham plays a vital role in Richard’s 

journey to the throne.  

 
 At the beginning of the scene, Richard appears to grieve Edward’s 

death and says that bemoaning Edward’s death will be of no avail in 

the lines, “All of us have cause to wail the dimming of our slimming 

star; But none can help our harms by waiting them.” Richard appears 

to notice his mother and goes down on his knees to crave her blessing, 

however when she blesses him, he steps aside and mocks her words, 

showing disrespect for his mother which shows us that his plots had a 

damaging effect on his relationships. When Duchess blesses him, he 

detects sarcasm in her speech because earlier we got to know that the 

Duchess is familiar with Richard’s intentions. Though Richard knows 

that his plans are of no good even then he wants to die “a good old 

man”. This shows the dramatic irony. 

 

 Buckingham assures the gathering that the young prince will prove to 

be a great King just as his father by saying that, “Though we have 

spent the harvest of this King, we are to reap the harvest of his son”. 

He says that if peace is to be maintained and relationships are to be 

kept, then the ultimate solution appears to bring the prince here to 

London. Buckingham refers to relationships when he says “But lately 

splinted, knit and joined together”.  

Comment [N1]: People at court/royalty and 
masses. 

 

Comment [N2]: Richard and Buckinghm emerge 
as all powerful /in command while employing 

manipulative tools  to play with  the other characters’ 

fate in order to turn the tables in their own favour. 

Comment [N3]: Mocks her blessings as he 

doesn’t approve top die as ‘ a good old man’which 
highlights his disregard for any hope for refinement 

in him . This further foreshadows that in future his 

plans and actions can be more atrocious. 

Comment [N4]: She appears to be aware of all 
his ill-doings as saecam can be detected from her 

tone of blessings. 

Comment [N5]: Need to integrate in the 
supporting details rather than standing aloof and 

commenting. 

Comment [N6]: Does he really mean what he ‘s 
saying? Will he let the son rule? This is the time 
when you bring in the theme of appearance and 

reality  

Comment [N7]: Referring to the earlier discord 
presented in Edward’s court and its resolution after 
Clarence’s death. 



 
 Buckingham says that only a few people should escort the prince to 

London as sending more people would cause the news to of King 

Edward’s death to spread and since the Kingdom is vulnerable, this 

would cause anarchy and restlessness as he says, “The estate is green 

and yet ungoverned.” This shows Buckingham’s cunningness as he 

knows that the young Prince is incapable of governing such a large 

estate and would be needing guidance. This ultimately will provide 

Richard with the opportunity to misguide the young Prince and 

overthrow him. Finally we see Rivers and Hasting being persuaded by 

Buckingham’s strong and manipulative speech as both of them agree 

with Buckingham.  

 
 Lastly Buckingham suggests that he and Richard should also go to the 

Prince so as to “part the Queen’s proud from the Prince”. Later we see 

Richard fulfilling his plan as he will get Rivers and Gray imprisoned in 

the Tower.  

 

 The last dialogue of Richard reflects his cunningness. We see Richard 

flattering Buckingham by calling him it’s “counsel’s consistory, my 

oracle, my prophet and cousin”. It seems like as if Richard is quite 

impressed by Buckingham’s persuasive power and masterful speech.  

 

Thus this passage is evident of Buckingham emerging as a very 

important ally of Richard. He plays a significant role in convincing 

others to bring the prince to London. Richard’s attitude reflects the 

extent to which a man can go to attain a seal of power.  
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Comment [N8]: Suggests  

Comment [N9]: This is an evidence how the 
tables have turned and the balance of power is with 

Richard and Buckingham as they employ persuasive 
language to win over the debates and matters at 

hand. 

Comment [N10]: Manipulate 

Comment [N11]: Will he ever succeed his 
father? Then why use ‘ overthrow’? 

Comment [N12]: Towards the end 

Comment [N13]: Incorrect 

Comment [N14]: Conversation in private 

Comment [N15]: Richard has to please 
Buckingham no and it is ironic that right now 

Buckingham can’t perceive the real personality of 
Richard . Later when he suffers at his hand , only 

then he realizes. 


